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Abstract

Storage at low temperatures is a valuable way to increase the shelf life of biological
control agents, such as parasitoids. H. hebetor wasp used in farms, gardens and
warehouses. After the Trichogramma wasp, it has the highest mass production of a
biological agent in Iran and against important pests such as cotton bollworm and
european corn stem borer is released. Storage of this agent, is one of the challenges
of mass production. The results showed that adult wasp could be stored at 12°C up
to 9 weeks without adversely affecting their biological characteristics. The pupae of
this wasps can also be stored at 12°C for up to three weeks without significant
adverse effects on emergence rate. Wasp eggs are not suitable for storage in cold
temperatures but can be stored for up to 3 days in these cold condition.

Keywords: Habrobracon hebetor, cold storage
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