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Abstract

Oilseed rape is one of the most important oilseed and strategic
crops in Iran. Birds, in particular larks, are damaging to oilseed
rape leaves before emerging stems (in autumn and winter
seasons). The Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis, is the most
important damaging species to oilseed rape. Because of the
weakness of shootings and newly growing plants, it is
necessary to avoid gathering flocks of Eurasian Skylark in any
point of a farm. One important point in reducing bird damage
rate is finding an appropriate sowing date (before November
and after January). The higher percentage of crown cover, the
less bird damage rate to oilseed rape plants. Therefore, it is
recommended that we use higher seed/plant density where
there is bird damage, and remove broad-leave weeds after an
appropriate growth of oilseed rape plants. Cultivation of
oilseed rape and wheat farms very close together could also
reduce bird damage rates. Finally, netting is a better method in
experimental plots, and scaring by gun is an economic and
environmentally safe method in large farms.

Key words: Agronomic methods birds, damage, larks, oilseed
rape.
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