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Abstract
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Non-chemical control of ground squirrel (Spermophilus
fulvus) in the country fields

Ground squirrel belongs to Sciuridae rodent family. This
rodent is larger compare to other rodents and their body size is
about 18 to 30 cm. Its body colors are cream, gray, brown or
yellow. The Caspian Sea coast countries, including Iran are its
geographical distribution. Ground squirrel lives on the edge of
the hills, flat land, pastures with cold and temperate climate
and feed of dry land crops and pasture. The length of nest is 1.5
to 3 meters and its depth according to soil type varies from 60
to 150 cm. The length of nest is 1.5 to 3 meters and its depth
according to soil type varies from 60 to 150 cm. Ground
squirrels have hibernation and take almost the middle of July
until the beginning of March. They mating after awakening in
the March and a month later gives birth, number of children 3
to 12, and has one generation per year. Babies’ maintenance
period is approximately one month in the nest and during this
time, children are breastfed. Then gradually the offspring out
of the nest and begin to feed on plants near their nest. This
rodent active in day and constantly is under attack by a variety
of predators animals. According to the behavior and lifestyle of
this rodent, non-chemical control methods rather than chemical
control more diverse. Non-chemical control methods at the
same time protecting the environment such as, catch and
hunting, water and smoke pouring into the burrows, planted
early, trapping, using predatory animals, using food bait and
the people mentioned.



Key words: Dry field, Ground squirrel, Non-chemical
control, Rodents.
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