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Abstract

Mexican lime is one of the most economically important
horticultural crops in southern Iran. Based on the status of the
disease, tree dtrategies are recommended for controlling
witches broom disease of lime (WBDL) in Iran. Strategiesin a
not yet infected areas is to prevent WBDL introduction from
infected areas. The best choice is to organize local nurseries, to
utilize domestic material and resistant rootstocks. If imported,
the plants should be derived from not infected areas.
Monitoring citrus orchards at least two times per year (summer
and fall seasons) for presence of the disease. In areas where the
disease is at the beginning of the diffusion, control strategiesis
based on large and prolonged monitorings, the immediate and
absolute roguing the infected trees and blocking natural
transmission of WBDL phytoplasma by insecticide. In areas
where the disease is already spread strategies are: destruction
of highly infected (more than 50% infection) orchards which
are sources of the disease agent and inoculative vector;
spraying against leafhopper vector and absolute roguing of the
infected treesin young orchards with low infection rate; cutting
witches broomsin affected trees and spraying against vector in
orchards with less than 50% infection rate.

Key words: phytoplasma, witches' broom, lime, control
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