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7- Karembu, M., Ngamau, C., & kassim, W. 2003. Farmer Field School for dissemination
of tissue culture banana technology. A topical Newsbrief from ABSF& KBIC issue 2,
2003

8 - Matin, Q. 1999. Assessing the impact of Banana Biotechnology in Knenya, ISAAA
Briefs No. 10— 1999, p 17

9 - Pontins et al,. 2000. Farmer Field School for dissemination of tissue culture banana
technology In: M. Karemba(ed, (Biotecafrica news). A topical Newsbrief from ABSF&
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10 - Simpson & Owens ,2002. Farmer Field School for dissemination of tissue culture
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Abstract

Farmer Field Schools (FFS) are “schools without walls” for improving decision-making
capacity of farming communities and stimulating local innovation for sustainable agriculture.
FFS offers community-based, informal education to groups of 20-25 farmers through self-
discovery and participatory learning principles. The learning process is based on
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agroecoecological principles covering a cropping cycle. FFS provides opportunities for
learning-by doing. Extension workers, subject matter specialists or trained farmers facilitate
the learning process, encouraging farmers to discover key agroecological concepts practiced
in the field. During the learning, all the stakeholders participate on an equal basis in field
observations, discussions and in applying their previous experiences and new information
from outside the community to reach management decisions on the appropriate action to take
for increased production. Through farmer field schools, farmers learn about, and investigate
for themselves, the costs and benefits of alternative management practices for sustaining and
enhancing farm productivity.

Ministry of Jihad-Agriculture
Agricultural Research and Education Organization
Rice Resear ch institute-Deputy of Mazandaran
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