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Abstract

Slugs are amongst the key pests of leafy vegetables,
particularly on lettuce (Lactuca sativa) foliage. The majority of
slugs’ pest control performed through molluscicides in Iran.
The damages are mainly caused by feeding the leaves, stems,
roots and seeds (quantity loss) and silvery slime trails on plant
foliage and also shredding and scrapping of leaves (quality
loss). To avoid high cost of pest control, both economically and
environmentally, the application of effective, economic and
less hazardous molluscicides in lettuce fields is significant,
particularly in large-scale lettuce cultivation. Since early
October in autumn, along with decreasing the day length and
increasing the mean temperature, the activities of these pests
upturn. Later in October to early December, with decreasing
the amount, distance and the frequency of precipitation and
after decreasing the temperature, new generation from the slug
hatched eggs of the dominant pest species emerges and the
symptoms of damage on lettuce foliage appear. During nursery
stage, after random sampling of one slug in disposable plastic
bowl trap (or one in 1m" quadrat frame), the agplication of the
newly-to-market molluscicide, Lumakidine 5G™ is advised. In
the lettuce field, it is recommended to use it at 7 kg/ha early
November (seedling transferring days) when one or two slugs
per trap (or per square meter) is recorded. Baiting should be
done late in sunset or before sunrise in patches where the
infestation observed.

Keywords: molluscicide, slug, lettuce, control, Mazandaran
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